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The IMRF Board of Trustees is 
comprised of elected individuals  
who are entrusted with the 
responsibility of overseeing the 
administration, operations, and 
investments of the pension fund. 

An elected Board ensures that 
Trustees are responsible to IMRF 
members, retirees, and employers. 
Each Trustee is a fiduciary and must 
act solely for the exclusive benefit of 
IMRF’s membership.  

Trustees do not need a background  
in investments, accounting, or human 
resources. The Board is made up of 
a variety of individuals with a wide 
range of life experiences that they 
bring to the decision-making process. 

As vested IMRF members or as a 
retiree receiving a pension, Trustees 
also have a personal interest in 
ensuring that IMRF is locally 
funded and financially secure for  
all its members.  

Since IMRF was founded in 1941, 
there have been 76 Trustees that 
have been elected to be stewards of 
the pension fund. 

This election provides YOU with the 
opportunity to vote for the person 
you believe will best represent you 
and your fellow annuitants on the 
Board of Trustees. 

Learn how to manage your pension and get 
documents from IMRF quickly and securely 
through Member Access, on pages 5 through 7. 
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SHAPING THE FUTURE SHAPING THE FUTURE 
OF OUR ORGANIZATION   OF OUR ORGANIZATION   

● ● ● Your Voice, Your Vote ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 

INSIDE THIS ELECTION NEWSLETTER INSIDE THIS ELECTION NEWSLETTER ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●   
Go inside the newsletter to learn more about the roles and responsibilities of the Board of Trustees, how to vote 
in the Annuitant Election, and to get to know the candidates. Plus, learn more about Member Access, returning 
to work after retirement, and how your pension is funded.
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Did you receive an IMRF annuity in September 
2025? If you did, then you are entitled to vote in the 
election for one IMRF Annuitant Trustee for a five-
year term of office, from January 1, 2026, through 
December 31, 2030. Included in this election packet 
you will find:  
	 g	This newsletter, which includes ballot instructions 

and candidate biographies
	 g	A ballot (vote for one candidate)
	 g	A prepaid return envelope

g		Complete your ballot using a black or blue ink 	
	 pen or black lead pencil. 

g		Please vote for one candidate on this 
	 ballot, for one five-year term of office. 		
	 Completely fill in the circle in front of the name 	
	 of the candidate you wish to vote for.  
	 See sample below. 

g		Want to know more about your candidates? 
	 Candidate biographies are included on 
	 page four of this newsletter. 

g		Write-in candidates: You may vote for  
	 an IMRF member who will be receiving an 		
	 annuity in January 2026, and who is not shown  
	 on the ballot, by printing his or her name in the  
	 space provided and filling in the circle in front  
	 of that line.

g		After you complete the ballot, place it in the 	
	 enclosed prepaid return envelope and sign 	
	 the envelope Certification before sealing.  

g		For your vote to count, you must sign  
	 the Certification on the return envelope. 
	 The Illinois Pension Code requires this 
	 certification for each ballot to confirm that you 	
	 are receiving an IMRF annuity and are eligible  
  to vote. Once sealed, the folded-over flap on  
  the return envelope will prevent your signature 	
	 from being visible. Ballots in envelopes without 	
	 a signed Certification will not be counted.

g	 For ballots with a signed Certification, 	  
  an outside tabulating agency opens the 		
  envelopes and immediately separates the 	
  ballot. At no time is your voted ballot identified 	
  with your signed Certification. 

Fill in the circle completely.
You can use a pen or pencil. 

Do not use a red pen or red pencil.
DO NOT check or “X” the circles.
	           	   

Wrong!

Correct!
YES

NO NO NO

Board 
Responsibilities

g	Overseeing IMRF’s 
administration 

g	Approving benefit 
payments 

g	Approving the budget 
g	Setting asset allocation 

for IMRF investments 
g	Hiring and firing 

investment managers 
g	Setting actuarial 

assumptions, employer 
contribution rates and 
enforcing payment 

g	Ensuring the success of 
IMRF’s Strategic Plan 

g	Setting IMRF’s annual 
Legislative Agenda

P r

g	 One Annuitant Trustee elected by retirees like you.

g	 Three Employee Trustees elected by active members.

g	 Four Executive Trustees elected by IMRF employers. 

The Board is supported by IMRF’s Executive Director, leadership 
team, and entire staff to carry out the decisions they make.  

Trustees do not need a background in investments, accounting or 
human resources. Expert staff members are available to provide 
information, conduct research, and answer questions.  

Trustees use their experience and perspective to help guide IMRF in 
a direction that is best for its retirees, members, and employers.

An eight-member Board of Trustees governs IMRF:

UNDERSTANDING OUR  UNDERSTANDING OUR  
BOARD OF TRUSTEES BOARD OF TRUSTEES     

● ● ● ● ● ● From Ballot to BoardroomFrom Ballot to Boardroom ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Board Committees
Audit ● ● ●  
Oversees the financial 
reporting process, the 
internal and external audit 
processes.
Benefit Review ● ● ●  
Reviews and hears appeals 
regarding members’ 
benefit claims.  
Investment ● ● ●  
Manages allocation of 
IMRF assets. 
Legislative ● ● ●  
Determines the legislative 
agenda and positions on 
legislation. 

2025 2025 VOTING INSTRUCTIONSVOTING INSTRUCTIONS        
● ● ● ● ● ● Voting Made SimpleVoting Made Simple ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●  ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 

STEP 1STEP 1  ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● STEP 2STEP 2  ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

IMRF OFFICIAL BALLOT 2025

Annuitant Trustee Election

(Five-Year Term)

Vote for one candidate.

 

If you vote for more than  

one candidate, your ballot  

will not be counted.

Fill in the circle completely.

Use black or blue pen or pencil. 

DO NOT check or “X”. 
Wrong

Correct

By direction of the IMRF Board of Trustees 

Brian Collins, Executive Director    

¬

DAVID DELROSE   

TOM KUEHNE

LINE FOR WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

(see newsletter for instructions)

IMRF OFFICIAL BALLOT 2025

Annuitant Trustee Election

(Five-Year Term)

Vote for one candidate.

 

If you vote for more than  

one candidate, your ballot  

will not be counted.

Fill in the circle completely.

Use black or blue pen or pencil. 

DO NOT check or “X”. 
Wrong

Correct

By direction of the IMRF Board of Trustees 

Brian Collins, Executive Director    

¬

DAVID DELROSE   

TOM KUEHNE

LINE FOR WRITE-IN CANDIDATE

(see newsletter for instructions) Remember to sign the Certification above.

If you leave the signature line blank, your ballot will not be counted.

C E R T I F I C A T I O N
I certify that I am receiving a pension from the Illinois Municipal Retirement 

Fund, am entitled to vote in the election for Annuitant (retiree) Trustee, and  

I voted the enclosed ballot.
 x

Sign here 
An outside agency opens the envelopes and separates the ballots. 

At no time is your ballot identified with your signed Certification. 
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Vote for one candidate for a five-year term of office. 
Ballot instructions are on page three of this newsletter. Voted ballots must be received by  

IMRF no later than 4:30 PM CST on Friday, December 5, 2025. 
Envelopes received after that date and time will not be opened and the enclosed ballot will not be counted.  

Tom Kuehne
Previous Position:  
Finance Director/Treasurer,  
Village of Arlington Heights

Length of Service:  
Finance Director/Treasurer, Village of Arlington 
Heights from 2003 to 2025; Finance Director/
Treasurer, Village of Addison from 1996 to 2003; 
Finance Director/Treasurer, Village of LaGrange from 
1993 to 1996; Assistant Finance Director, Village of 
Park Forest from 1990 to 1993; Administrative Intern/
Assistant, Village of Deerfield from 1980 to 1983.  
(37 ½ years in IMRF positions)

Duties:  
Day-to-day operations of the Finance Department 
and general supervision of the Village Clerk. As the 
Finance Director, I worked with and served all Village 
departments, preparing special reports and making 
presentations to the Village Board.

Other Pertinent Information:  
Tom received a BA in 1980 and an MPA in 1982 from 
Northern Illinois University, and he also earned his 
CPA certification in 1995. 

•	 Past-President of the Illinois Government Finance 
Officers’ Association 

•	 GFOA national budget reviewer from 1995 
through 2023 

•	 Appointed member of the Arlington Heights 
Firefighters’ Pension Fund 

•	 Served as an Executive Trustee on the IMRF 
Board from 2012 to February 2025, and as IMRF 
Board President in 2016 and 2023  

David Delrose 
Previous Position:  
Mental Health Counselor I,  
Will County Health Department  

Length of Service:  
Mental Health Counselor I, Will County Health 
Department from 1989 to 2024

Duties:  
The position’s job duties included providing mental 
health assessments and case management services, 
including counseling, linkage, and referrals to all 
indicated resources, from my work site and in the 
community for individuals experiencing homelessness. 
Additionally, I collected and reported program data 
required for the federal grant that funded the position. 

Other Pertinent Information:  
I am running for Annuitant Trustee to help IMRF 
uphold its world-class fiduciary standards in delivering 
retirement benefits, and to promote process efficiency 
and improve member accessibility. Throughout my 
professional career, I have consistently served in 
leadership roles within my local union and on the 
AFSCME Council 31 Executive Board. I’m confident 
that my experience and commitment to public service 
will enable me to support sound decision-making, 
uphold strong policies, and advocate for thoughtful 
improvements that better serve our members.

2025 CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHIES2025 CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHIES
  ● ● ● ●  ● ● ● ●  Who’s on the Ballot? Who’s on the Ballot? ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

A Member Access account keeps all of your personal, sensitive information in one place that only you can 
access. It also eliminates delays in getting important documents in the mail and allows you to get any extra 
copies you may need. Member Access is an important tool for ALL IMRF retirees. Sign up today!     

Creating a Member Access account is simple!
If you have an email on file, follow the prompts  
for “Self-registration” at member.imrf.org.

If you don’t have an email on file, call IMRF at 
1-800-ASK-IMRF and choose “Member Access Help”  
(option 4) to connect with  a representative.

The next two pages will highlight important tasks you  
can complete in your Member Access account to keep  
your personal information current and secure, including:   

      g	 Changing Your Contact Information  
      g	 Updating Your Beneficiaries  
      g	Modifying Your Tax Withholding  
      g	 Safely Getting Your Documents Electronically   
      g	 Downloading Tax Forms  

      g	 Finding Your Annuitant Statement  

Complete all of these tasks (and more) by logging into  
your Member Access account at member.imrf.org.

IMPORTANT TOOLS  IMPORTANT TOOLS  
TO MANAGE YOUR PENSION  TO MANAGE YOUR PENSION        

 
Find additional instructions  

for creating your   
Member Access Account at  
www.imrf.org/MALC.

Scan here to visit the webpage!

● ● ● ● ● ● IMRF at Your FingertipsIMRF at Your Fingertips ● ● ●  ● ● ● 

https://member.imrf.org/
http://member.imrf.org
http://member.imrf.org
https://bit.ly/4oW1UkL
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Don’t forget! You can find more resources, “how to” guides, and more by visiting www.imrf.org/MALC.

UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION UPDATE YOUR CONTACT INFORMATION ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●  ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●    

UPDATE YOUR BENEFICIARIES UPDATE YOUR BENEFICIARIES ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●  ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●  

MODIFY YOUR TAX WITHHOLDING MODIFY YOUR TAX WITHHOLDING ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●   ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●     

GET YOUR MOST IMPORTANT GET YOUR MOST IMPORTANT 
DOCUMENTS ELECTRONICALLY DOCUMENTS ELECTRONICALLY         

KEEP YOUR PERSONAL  KEEP YOUR PERSONAL  
INFORMATION UP TO DATEINFORMATION UP TO DATE          

Keep your personal information secure by choosing to get 
important documents with sensitive information, like your 
1099-R tax form, sent directly to you through your Member 
Access account. It only takes a minute to change how you 
get your documents, and protect your private information.

You can update your address, contact information, beneficiaries, and more directly in Member Access! 
Changing the information directly in Member Access keeps your data secure and ensures you are the only 
one with access to this sensitive information.  

  1. Click on your “Pension Profile” widget. 

  2. In the “Basic Personal Information” section, scroll to “Communication Preferences” tab and click “Update.” 

  3. Change Delivery Methods to “Electronic version only” and click “Next.”  

  4. Review the changes made to Delivery Methods, Notification Preferences, and Contact Information  
        and click “Confirm.”

 
Find additional information   

and how to guides visit 
www.imrf.org/EDocs

Scan here to visit the webpage!

You can update your address, contact information, beneficiaries, and 
more directly in Member Access!        

  1. Click on the “Pension Profile” widget. 

  2. On the “Personal Information” tab you can view your information. 

  3. Click on the “Update” button in the section where your information  
	       needs to be changed.

  4. Once the changes are made, click the “Next” button, review your  
	       changes and click “Confirm.” 

Over time your beneficiaries may change. You can quickly update or change your beneficiaries (and their 
contact information) directly in Member Access by following these steps.      

  1. Click on the “Pension Profile” widget. 

  2. Find and click on “Survivor Information.”  

  3. View your primary and secondary beneficiaries and click “Update” to change or add information. 

  4. Once the changes are made, click the “Next” button, review your changes, and click “Confirm.” 

As an IMRF retiree, you need a W-4P to establish or change your tax withholding from your benefits 
payments. If you already have a W-4P on file with IMRF, you do not need to submit a new form unless you 
want to change your tax withholding. If you do not file a new W-4P, IMRF will compute your withholding 
based on the information from the existing W-4P we have on file.       

  1. Scroll down and select the “Update my Contact Information” widget.  

  2. Click on the “Tax Information” tab. 

  3. Follow the form and instructions to make your requested changes.

  4. Review to ensure the information is correct, check the box certifying that all of the information is accurate, 	
         and click “Confirm” to save the changes you made. 

DOWNLOAD YOUR 1099-R TAX FORM DOWNLOAD YOUR 1099-R TAX FORM ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●   

FIND YOUR ANNUITANT STATEMENT FIND YOUR ANNUITANT STATEMENT ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●   

Every January, you receive a 1099-R from IMRF to use for your 
federal and state income tax returns for the previous tax year either 
through the mail or your Member Access account, depending on your 
communication preference. 

The 1099-R form will show the gross amount of benefits you  
received from IMRF. It will also show the federal income tax withheld  
from your benefit payments and, for most people, the taxable portion  
of your benefit.       

  1. On the home page, click on the “Documents” widget.  

  2. Click on the “Tax Slips” and look for your 1099-R statement.  
 

At the end of each year, benefit statements become available for retirees and can be found in Member Access. 
Your statement includes the amount of next year’s annual increase, the gross amount of your next year’s 
pension, and more.    

  1. On the home page, click on the “Documents” widget.   

  2. Click on the “Annual Statements” to find your annual statement.

MEMBER
ACCESS

MEMBER
ACCESS

● ● ●● ● ●  IMRF at Your Fingertips ● ● ●● ● ●  ● ● ●● ● ●  IMRF at Your Fingertips ● ● ●● ● ●  

https://bit.ly/4oW1UkL
https://bit.ly/4n8YgCv
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is published for IMRF retirees. 

Laurie Duszynski, Editor 
Nickolas Kurz, Graphic Designer
1-800-ASK-IMRF (275-4673)   
www.imrf.org • newsletter@imrf.org

IMRF 2025 Board of Trustees
BOARD OFFICERS

Gwen Henry
President  
Executive Trustee 
DuPage County

Douglas Cycholl
Vice President 
Employee Trustee 
City of Springfield

William Stafford  
Secretary 
Annuitant Trustee  
Formerly of  
Evanston Township 
High School District 202 
  
 

Natalie Copper
Employee Trustee
Evanston School District 65

Jason Isaac 
Employee Trustee 
Champaign Unit 4  
School District  

David Miller  
Executive Trustee 
North Shore Water 
Reclamation District

Peter Stefan  
Executive Trustee  
Village of Lake in the Hills 
 
Brian Townsend 
Executive Trustee  
Village of Schaumburg

IMRF IS BUILT TO LASTIMRF IS BUILT TO LAST
● ● ● The Pension Dollar ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● 

Locally funded, financially sound.

Do you ever wonder how your pension is funded?  
This dollar illustrates how your contributions, payments 
from employers, and investment returns fund your IMRF 
pension.  
	 g	83.7% of IMRF retiree dollars stay in Illinois. 
	 g	In 2024, IMRF distributed $2.5 billion to Illinois Retirees.
	 g	Over 158,000 IMRF retirees are receiving pensions.

 
For more information on returning  

to work after retiring, visit 
www.imrf.org/return-to-work

Scan here to visit the webpage!

 

RETURNING TO WORK?RETURNING TO WORK?
● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ● Check In With IMRF First Check In With IMRF First ● ● ● ● ● ●   ● ● ● ● ● ●   

Following the Illinois Pension 
Code and IRS regulations, IMRF 
has rules in place to protect retirees 
who return to work for an IMRF 
employer.

If all the rules for returning to  
work are not followed, IMRF is 
required by law to recover the 
total pension payments that should 
not have been paid. You may be 

required to pay back a significant 
amount of money from your  
future pension payments if 
you return to work at an IMRF 
employer and do not follow the 
necessary procedures.  

If you are collecting an IMRF 
pension and would like to go  
back to work, regardless of the 
place of employment, be sure to  

 

call IMRF at 1-800-ASK-IMRF 
(275-4673) before accepting a new 
position.    

http://bit.ly/45XcdMS

